
iPhoto Rebuild and Create 
 
iPhoto 5 & 6: When launching iPhoto, hold down the Option & Command keys. 
a dialog with choices is presented . Choose the option to rebuild the 
l ibrary database (unless your issue is only thumbnail related - then 
those choices might work better for your si tuation). 

 
Data is preserved. Albums and roll information is preserved, and no 
picture f i les are moved inside the iPhoto l ibrary folders. 
The process can take a while depending on the size of your albums. 
 
Creating and selecting a different library. 
 
If you hold down Shift & Option keys at launch, you can tell iPhoto 6 to create or 
use a different library folder… very nice if you wanted to maintain different 
libraries for some reason. 
 

 


